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FORWARD

The fall 1971 session of the 77th General Assembly is a landmark in the legislative
history of the state. It was in October of 1971 that the legislature began recording
and transcribing its deliberations under terms of the 1970 Constitution. This meant
that floor proceedings of the General Assembly would be accessible in a permanent
written form.

Unfortunately, although the debates have been recorded since the fall of 1971, these
proceedings have not been published. They have, of course, been available to the
public as the 1970 Constitution requires, but this has been through the legislative
offices and the Index Department of the Office of Secretary of State on an individual
request basis rather than through a formal and complete publication.

In an effort to make the proceedings of the Tegislature known to the citizens of the
State of 111inois, the floor debates from the 84th General Assembly for the Senate
were microfiched and sent to I11inois documents depository 1ibraries and library
systems through out the state.

The publication of this index to the Senate debates marks the final stage in the
completion of this project. Similar indexes to House and Senate floor debates of
other sessions are also available or are in preparation.
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HOW TO USE THIS INDEX

In order to get maximum usage from this index, the researcher should keep the
following guidelines in mind:

1.

Coverage is limited to the 84th General Assembly Senate floor debates
(January 9, 1985-January 13, 1987)

Reference is by bill number only. Citations to Public Acts, which are
given in the I11inois Revised Statutes and in other sources, can be
converted to bill numbers by consuiting the appropriate Public Act as it
appears in the session laws. Those who need access to debate by subject or
sponsor should check the indexes in the Legislative Synopsis and Digest for
reference to pertinent bill numbers.

The purpose of this index is to lead the user to discussion of legislative
jntent or reasons for particular activity, and not to serve as a record of
all action. This means that there are no references to stages in the
bills' progress which did not involve debate. Many bills, for example, are
not amended on second reading. The Clerk indicates that there are no
committee amendments, the presiding officer asks if there are floor amend-
ments, is informed that there are none, and the bill is moved to third
reading. There will be no citation to second reading debate on such biils
since the floor proceedings contain no more information than the House
journal or the Legislative Synopsis and Digest. Some bills were put on a
consent calendar and passed in a single roll call without separate discus-
sion; these will not have citations to debate on third reading (final
passage stage). Nonconcurrences are often adopted without debate and will
therefore not be indexed.

Within the limitations of the preceding guideiines, debate was index for
all House and Senate bills where it existed. Coverage for resolutions was
more selective, since most of them are ceremonial and perfunctory in
nature. Debate was indexed for all House and Senate constitutional amend-
ment resolutions and for resolutions which involved controversy (usually
jnvestigations of problems or expression of sentiments which were not
universally accepted).
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TO LOCATE DEBAfE FOR A BILL

1. Consult the bill number index. 1f there are entries under the bill, they will
refer to date and pages.

2. Turn to the "Conversion Table: Legislative Day to Date" in order to convert the
date to legislative day number

Please note the microfiche are numbered sequentially in the upper right hand corner
of the heading. The heading shows the number of the legislative day and date of the
first legislative day on that particular fiche. There is no correlation between

sequential fich numbers and the legislative day contained on the fiche.

On the days for which there are both regular and special sessions, debates for the
special sessions appear after the regular session for that day.
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